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Mission and Vision Joplin District Teen Bible Quizzing 
 
The mission and vision of the Joplin District Teen Bible Quizzing ministry is based upon the 
mission and vision of the Joplin District NYI and should fulfill in kind those purposes: 
 
 

Joplin District NYI 
 

Purpose: 
To provide the local NYI with the guidance, resources and opportunities 

necessary to fulfill its ministries in discipleship, evangelism and leadership. 
 

Mission: 
To fulfill the stated purpose by providing specific youth centered 
activities that promote discipleship, evangelism and leadership. 

 
Vision: 

To join with the local NYI in equipping every youth 
for a life of discipleship and service for Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Joplin District Teen Bible Quizzing 
 

Purpose: 
To provide a means for the local NYI to fulfill its ministries in 

discipleship, evangelism and leadership by providing 
guidance, resources and opportunities for bible study and memorization. 

 
Mission: 

To Encourage Youth to become like Christ through  
the Memorization and Study of God’s Word! 

 
Vision: 

Bringing the Joplin District NYI and its leaders 
into a truer relationship with Christ and others 
through the study and practice of God’s Word. 
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Current View  
 
What is Bible Quizzing? 

�  Bible Quizzing is Bible study / relationship 
�  Bible Quizzing is mentoring / discipleship 
�  Bible Quizzing is competition / leadership 
�  Bible Quizzing is fellowship / evangelism 

  
Who is Bible Quizzing for? 

�  Teen Bible Quizzing is targeted to youth from sixth to twelfth grade  
�  Any adult who would like to minister to youth through this ministry. 
 

When is Bible Quizzing? 
�  Joplin District Teen Bible Quizzing runs from August to April, typically one Saturday 

a month. 
 

Where is Bible Quizzing? 
�  Teen bible quizzing is found in the local churches where teams are formed for study 
�  Joplin District Teen Bible Quizzing utilizes local churches to sponsor the District 

events 
�  Regional competitions are typically held at Nazarene Universities within each region. 
�  National competitions are typically held wherever the General Assembly is located. 
 

Why is there Bible Quizzing? 
�  The Kansas City Youth for Christ organized bible quizzing in 1946 to promote bible 

study through competition 
�  The Church of the Nazarene adopted the ministry in 1957 with a later emphasis in 

disciple making 
�  The Word Bible Quiz Association was formed in 1974 and provides 

interdenominational outreach 
 
How is Bible Quizzing done? 

The Bible Quizzing structure requires the following: 
�  Local leadership interested in forming teams of young people and training them in the 

Word of God and practicing for competition. 
�  District leadership to coordinate quizzing events and assist local teams 
�  Facilities that are centrally located within the district that are willing to host events 

and can house over 100 people with a minimum of eight rooms for competition. 
�  Volunteers to run the events; quizmasters, scorekeepers, coaches, etc. 
�  Finances to purchase materials, equipment and operational expenses. 
�  Time – practice times may vary each week for local teams; district competition 

occurs one Saturday a month for about eight hours. 
 
Snapshot of the Joplin District NYI Mission Field 
Seventy-five percent (55) of the seventy-two (72) local churches have a functional NYI reported 
to the district assembly yet only twenty-five percent (17) participate in Teen Bible Quizzing.  
Only five percent (75) of the fifteen hundred (1,500) youth, that are listed on the responsibility 
rolls, actively participate in the Teen Bible Quizzing Ministry.  Less than half of the top twenty 
largest congregations participate.



JOPLIN DISTRICT TEEN BIBLE QUIZZING 
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A. Coffeyville Central 
B. Cherryville 
C. Parsons 
D. Columbus 
E. Baxter Springs 
F. Butler 
G. Webb City 
H. Neosho 
I. Granby 
J. Monett 
K. Mount Vernon 

L. Reeds Spring 
M. Nixa 
N. Dayspring 
O. Seymour 
P. Lebanon 

 
1. Elk City 
2. Neodesha 
3. Independence 
4. Buffalo 
5. Chanute 

6. Garnett 
7. McCune 
8. Pittsburg 
9. Fort Scott 
0. Galena 
a. Joplin Calvary 
b. Joplin First 
c. Nevada 
d. Eldorado Springs 
e. Montrose 
f. Carthage 

g. Sarcoxie 
h. Noel 
i. Pineville 
j.  Aurora 
k. Branson 
l. Marionville 
m. Republic 
n. Springfield First 
o. Springfield Grace 
p. Springfield 

Community 

q. Springfield Scenic 
r. Bolivar 
s. Ozark 
t. Rogersville 
u. Marshfield 
v. Mansfield 
w. Camdenton 
x. Ava 
y. Norwood 
z. Bradleyville 
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Obstacles that may prevent churches from participating in Teen Bible Quizzing 

�  Viewed as not relevant to today’s youth 
�  No volunteers 
�  Costs too much 
�  Too competitive 
�  Takes too much time 
�  No interest (from either leadership or youth) 
�  Not seen as fun 
�  Too much work 
�  Prefer local ministries 
�  Too far to travel 

 
Survey Results 
 
Leader Surveys: 

·  Everyone says they belive that bible study and memorization is an important spiritual 
discipline for Christian growth. 

·  Six out of the ten respondents had never participated in Bible Quizzing; however 9 
currently have active teams and one had participated in the past. 

·  Most NYI organizations provide regular meetings and messages, small group time, verse 
a week, and incentives to promote bible study and memorization. 

·  Obstacles that may prevent churches from participating in Teen Bible Quizzing 
o Viewed as not relevant to today’s youth –   1 
o No volunteers  – 3 
o Costs too much 
o Too competitive 
o Takes too much time 
o No interest (from either leadership or youth) – 3 
o Not seen as fun 
o Too much work – 1 
o Prefer local ministries 
o Too far to travel 
o Other: Not Something I am interested in promoting 

Interest is low due to school activities 
Kids won’t commit to study 
We can come up with any excuse we want to, however; the youth are 
the church of tomorrow, if we don’t train them the world will.  
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Participant Surveys: 

 
 

·  The favorite part of Teen Bible Quizzing continues to be the friendship and fellowship.   
·  Things that motivate the teens in bible study include doing well in the competition, 

learning more and pleasing God. 
·  Things that prevent teens from studying the bible include finding the time in their 

schedules (school, sports, friends, TV, video games etc.) and the devil. 
·  Their least favorite part of teen bible quizzing includes the travel (getting up early), 

delays and losing. 
·  There were several oportunities for change suggested including more fellowship time, 

bible application, more teams 
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God’s View 
 
God clearly commands us to memorize the scriptures fixing them in our hearts and minds all day 
long.  Jesus commands us to hear God’s Word and put it into practice.  He desires a relationship 
with us that we may have life and have it more abundantly. The Holy Spirit speaks the Word of 
God through us.  Many people in the bible gave us examples of teaching and explaining the 
scriptures to others.  The ministry of the gospel is for everyone; for Jesus does not desire that any 
should perish but that all would come to repentance.  The following are benefits of practicing the 
spiritual discipline of bible study and memorization: 

�  Useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness 
�  Equipping you for every good work 
�  Helping you resist temptation and keeping you from sin 
�  Knowing the truth 
�  Providing a solid foundation  
�  Giving us hope 
�  Enabling the growth of faith 
�  Judging the thoughts and attitudes of the heart 
�  Providing a basis for leadership 
�  Making it possible to live the example of Christ 
�  It is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes 

 
God wants us to reach everyone by every means possible to save some (those that are willing) 
and to teach them all that he commanded; specifically – to love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind AND  love your neighbor as yourself.  The 
need is a true relationship with Jesus Christ and the supply is the Holy Spirit’s revelation of 
God’s word in the hearts and minds of men. 
 
The Focus 
Providing real life examples of how God has worked through the lives of individuals who have 
participated in Teen Bible Quizzing would go a long way in support of the ministry.  My own 
testimony of how God’s word helped me live the holy life doesn’t provide the same motivation 
to youth as the testimony of their peers.  When leaders see the changes in the youth they will see 
the success of the ministry and understand its importance. I continue to pray that God works in 
me and through me as well as each of the leaders and workers within the Joplin District Teen 
Bible Quizzing ministry.  But more importantly that God continues His work in the hearts and 
minds of our youth in the future because they are the church of tomorrow. 
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Supporting Scriptures 
 
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 
for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish; that I may gain Christ  (Phil 3:8 NIV) 
 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  (2 Tim 3:16-17 NIV) 
 
Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up.  (Deut 11:18-19 NIV) 
 
Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.  (Mat 22:29 NIV) 
 
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  (Psalms 119:11 NIV) 
 
They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?"  (Luke 24:32) 
 
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  (John 17:17) 
 
He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about 
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."  Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures.  (Luke 24:44-45 NIV) 
 
You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures 
that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.  (John 5:39-40 NIV) 
 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are 
reading?" Philip asked. "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him. The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as 
a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. Then Philip began with that very passage of 
Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  (Acts 8:30-32,35 NIV) 
 
Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.  (Prov 22:6 NIV) 
 
As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the 
Scriptures, explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming 
to you is the Christ, " he said.  (Acts 17:2-3 NIV) 
 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement 
of the Scriptures we might have hope.  (Rom 15:4 NIV) 
 
He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice."  (Luke 8:21 NIV) 
 
So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests 
became obedient to the faith.  (Acts 6:7 NIV) 
 
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  (Heb 4:12 NIV) 
 
Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate 
their faith.  (Heb 13:7 NIV) 
 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God.  (1 Cor 1:18 NIV) 
 
No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they will all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest.  (Heb 8:11 NIV) 
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The Solution: 
�  Fast and Pray 
�  Practice the study and memorization of God’s Word 
�  Live the life of Christ 
�  Tell others the story of Bible Quizzing 


