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   EMPOWER’s/MAX DIRECTORs
Growing up in a youth group whose youth pastor was the district NYI president, I long ago learned what great memories are made at district events. This year was no different as I ventured into my first year of directing Spring Empower and MAX. 
Spring Empower, held in Monett this year, featured worship led by The New Divide, who came to us all the way from the Pacific Northwest, and a message from former NFL quarterback, Jonathan Quinn. We tried starting an hour earlier this year…Let’s just say, change is still hard to pull off in the Nazarene church! The New Divide did a great job of leading us into God’s presence through worship. Jonathan shared his life story, er—testimony, and showed us how God is in control in all kinds of situations. His humility and trust in God are something we can all learn from. This year’s dodgeball tournament didn’t see any casualties, but Kevin Jackson may be the worst referee of all-time. The rest of this year’s tournaments were a great success thanks to each of my event coordinators, and numerous youth workers, who did a great job adlibbing with the lackluster amount of direction I gave them. A very special thanks to Dale Samuels who drove 2 hours to coordinate Sr. High Men’s basketball and didn’t have any teens at the event!
This year’s MAX, with 86 students and 154 total attendees from the Joplin District, was also a great success. We were privileged this year to have our very own jerseys—purple and white—for each athletic event. A big thanks to all the coaches who lent their services to the district and for getting all the jerseys turned back in this inaugural year. However, one thing Fred and I ought to consider for the jerseys next year is that coaches do the jersey laundry, because those things were ripe! For those of you who did not come out this year, you missed Warren Rogers delivering a powerful, yet simple salvation message, fantastic times of corporate worship, exciting competition, inspiring teamwork, and in perhaps the most powerful moment of the weekend, Josh Dampf’s testimony at the award ceremony to God’s faithfulness to answer His people’s prayers of desperation. Congratulations to the teams and students who received medals and trophies and to all of the students who shared their talents at MAX for God’s glory—we are proud of each you!
So, at the end of my first year, I survived, but more importantly, everyone else did. I do want to thank Fred Toomey for his patience and guidance in helping me get a handle on directing these events. Your leadership is invaluable to me, to this district, and to this region. I look forward to continuing in service with you and the many other gifted leaders I have had the opportunity to work alongside this past year. In the words of the apostle Paul, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).
For His Glory

Respectfully Submitted

Pastor Stephen Morrison, Sports Empower Coordinator, Max Coordinator
Joplin District Fine Arts EMPOWER 2011 was held November 19-20 in Carthage, MO.  There were 20 Churches represented from across our district with an approximate total of 200 in attendance.  There were a total of 145 teens in attendance.  116 of them participated in either Fine Arts events or Dodge ball with 29 teens attending as spectators.  

It was our goal this year at Fine Arts EMPOWER to demonstrate through our Friday night and Saturday morning services how God’s calling in one’s life can be lived out through Fine Arts.  In our attempt to demonstrate this, we were very excited to have with us this year the up and coming band out of Olathe, KS “SAMESTATE”.  The five member band led us in awesome worship as well as sharing their personal journeys as they strive to fulfill God’s calling on their lives through the talents and Spiritual gifts God has given them.  Also joining us in our service Friday night and Saturday morning was our wonderful MNU Rep. Megan Love.  Following our Friday night service was our late night activity held at the Carthage YMCA.  

I would like to extend a special thank you to Ragan Schubert, our past EMPOWER director for all her help and guidance during my first year as Fine Arts EMPOWER Coordinator, also to Rob Gossen for his assistance with Church arrangements and to Kyle Roger for coordinating and directing our Dodge ball tournament. 

Respectfully Submitted

Selena Freeman

Fine Arts Empower Coordinator

