Compelling Love 2011
Event Report

Compelling Love took place February 12-13, 2011 in Neosho, MO.  Neosho Church of the Nazarene.  Special guest speaker for the weekend was Brian Utter.  Brian is currently the Global Coordinator for World Mission Broadcast.  Music was provided by the Neosho Church of the Nazarene praise and worship band.  The weekend event was attended by 59 teens and sponsors from 10 churches.  

Work projects included assisting in the restoration of a home for a local resident of Neosho that was currently living in a pull behind camper in with his wife and child.  The work included insulating the inside of the home and placing siding on the outside.  The insulation project was completed while the siding was near completion at the end of the weekend.  While this was going on, other work groups assisted in creating chocolate roses and then delivered them, to local nursing home residents.  Other groups worked to reorganize the church library, general cleanup around the church grounds, and random acts of snow removal throughout the community.  The final project was a food drive in which over 400 lbs of food was brought in for a local food pantry in Neosho.
While at the event, teens and sponsors participated in a 30 hour fast as part of the 30 Hour Famine organization.  The fast was broken with a time of reflection and communion.  Following communion, everyone enjoyed their first meal in 30 hours, which was provided by the Joplin District NMI.  A second part of 30 Hour Famine is fundraising efforts to assist in the plight of hunger in underdeveloped areas of the world.  At the time of the event, over $375 was raised.
Compelling Love is a great weekend opportunity to partner with other churches from across the Joplin district with one goal in mind-be Christ to a lost and dying world.  We do this through practical everyday acts of love.  In the end, it is God’s love for us, that compels us to love others.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Murrison

Missions Director

