District Superintendent Dr. Jim Dillow, District NYI Council, Convention Delegates, colleagues, family, and friends, welcome to this 54th NYI Convention of the Joplin District Church of the Nazarene.  Please allow me a moment to acknowledge and thank my wife, Angie, and my kids, Mackie and Cameron, for allowing me the time away from our family to serve in this capacity.  It continues to be an honor and privilege for me to serve with each of you as we seek to join with the local NYI in equipping every youth for a life of discipleship and service for Jesus Christ (2009 District NYI Vision).  Today, I present to you my report for the 2010-2011 fiscal year for the Joplin District NYI.
I would also this morning like to recognize and thank our District NYI Council for their heart and commitment to our teens, they are to be commended. It has been a joy to serve along side of you this year. So as I call their name please show your sound of appreciation and I have asked Angie to give you a small token of our appreciation from our trip to NYC in Louisville. Ford Hall, SDMI Chairman; Amy Turner, NMI Rep.; Aaron Ward, Non-MNU rep., Leslie Jones, MNU rep.; Kaley Ledford, SH rep.; Asher George, SH rep.; Mackie Toomey, JH rep.; Madison Freeman, JH rep.; Willie Mead, parent rep.; Donna Burks, parent rep.; Christian Reyes, Hispanic rep.; Brian Murrison, Missions Director; Rob Gossen, Camp director; Ken Hopkins, Quizzing Director; Selena Freeman, Empower Fine Arts Director/Trainer; Jon Hall, PK Retreat Director; Mike and Cindy Barlow, CC/Young Adults Director; Stephen Morrison, Empower/Max Director; Kurt Schmitt, Treasurer; John Prichard, Secretary; and Sarah Hunt, VP/NYC Coordinator. Thank you all.
In light of the tragedy that those across our district have, and continue, to encounter from the tornado just a few months ago, I would like to express my heartfelt empathy for those who are daily struggling to rebuild their lives and their homes.  I would also like to say thank you to the many people who have willingly given of your time, energy, and means to support those who are suffering in Joplin and the surrounding areas.  Many of us have, and continue, to make ourselves available to be the hands and feet of Christ while many more are interceding on their behalf, today and in the future. I would like for us to participate in both by spending a few moments in prayer and encouragement with those who are with us from the Joplin area or are being represented among us. So if you are from the Joplin area or have family members that have been impacted, please stand. Let us gather around these as I have asked Dr. Dillow to lead us in a time of prayer and encouragement. [Surround people standing and pray]
We have set up a support table in the lobby, as you may have seen last night, during the NYI convention for those present to give written notes of support/encouragement that would be delivered to the Joplin churches. If you want to continue to help the efforts in Joplin, please continue to look at our District Website for updated or new information on the Joplin Nazarene Disaster Response Team prompt. Also your district NYI council has decided the location of our District NYI Mission trip for 2012. We will spend a week in Joplin, Missouri helping rebuild physically, mentally, and spiritually the needs of our own back yard. Brian Murrison will share more information about that later in the day.
During the past few months I have been challenged by a few thoughts that Jesus presented to His disciples that are found in Matthew chapter 9.  Up to this point in His ministry Jesus has been establishing the foundations of who He is and whom He represents.  He has preached the famous ‘Sermon on the Mount’ (Mt. 5-7).  He followed up this teaching with some ministry work and many miracles including: cleansing a leper, healing a Centurion’s servant, calming a storm, cleansing two demon-possessed men, curing a paralytic, calling the final member of the twelve disciples, describing the cost of following Him, clarifying fasting, restoring a girl to life, healing an un-named woman, two blind men, and a mute.  You could say that Jesus was a busy man.  Things were going on in His life and ministry and crowds began to notice!  This brings us to our passage.  If you have your Bibles and would like to follow along, turn to Matthew 9:35-38.  Please stand and listen as Asher George reads for us. Thank you Asher.  
I’ll acknowledge to you now that I am not an in-depth Biblical scholar, but much of what Jesus is presenting to the disciples here in these verses can be easily overlooked and missed if we do not take a moment to dig a little deeper into the passage.  So, I invite you to join me as we look into what Jesus is challenging us with here in these verses.
These verses are divided into two sections: verses 35 & 36 reference general time and identify what Jesus is doing (v35) and why He is doing this (v36); verses 37 & 38 reference specific time and provide a subject (v37) and response (v38).  
Verse 38 begins with a command by Jesus to pray.  
[Bring a teen up on the platform and example this concept… Command the teen to “walk”… then after starting to walk to “stop”.  Both commands given by you and responded to by the teen (he/she complied with your command)].  

It would appear that this is the manner in which Jesus is commanding His disciples, but if we look a little deeper into the Greek we find that this command by Jesus is given/written in the Passive Imperative mood.  What this means for us is that while it is a command directed to me, it is not a command that is fulfilled by me.  
[Example with the teen… when commanded to “walk” something other than the teen compels him/her to begin moving]

Literally translated, then, what Jesus is saying to the disciples is ‘be moved to prayer because of what is taking place in verse 37.’  Jesus is not asking the disciples to begin praying that God would send people out to reach the lost… He is wondering why they are not being moved, compelled, to beg God to allow them to be a part of the harvesting.
These four verses are centered on verse 36 in which the Gospel writer (Matthew) reveals to us that ‘the multitudes… were weary and scattered’ (NKJV).  Because of this reality we see the response of Jesus: ‘He was moved with compassion’ (NKJV).  The word ‘compassion’ is written in the Passive Indicative mood.  Passive, as we have already seen, means something is being done to me (in me), but not by my own initiation.  Indicative reveals to us that whatever is being done is real, literal, and actually occurring as opposed to what is possible or likely.  Put together, this verse reveals that the moment Jesus saw that the multitudes were weary and scattered, something moved inside of Him causing Him to teach, preach, and heal (the actions of verse 35).  This thing that moved inside of Jesus was compassion!  The focus of these four verses is the reality of compassion… not a self-created compassion that encounters tragedy or suffering and decides to respond by stepping out of one’s comfort and routine and get involved… but an “I’m so in tune with who Jesus is that the things that move Him are the very things that move me!”  Jesus is wondering, in verse 38, how it is that the disciples are not being moved.

What was missing?  As I have encountered the hurting in the Joplin area, the emotions of compassion and empathy have stirred up within me, these emotions are easily stirred up within each of us as we encounter great tragedy.  But I have been challenged by these verses because of the reality that it took such a great tragedy for me to move and be involved.  What was it that I, too, was missing that I was not already being moved to be involved in the lives of those around me who have been ‘weary and scattered’ long before a tornado hit the town of Joplin?
Look with me at verse 35.  We’ve seen the response of Jesus being moved with compassion resulting in His teaching, preaching, and healing.  What is so exciting about this is not what Jesus is doing, but where He is doing it… in their synagogues!

You may be wondering why the synagogue is significant.  God began to bring these four verses together when I began to ask the question, “What is church?”

 There are two Greek terms which are translated ‘church’.  The first is synagogue which focuses on a physical location, a specific time, or a literal building; a meeting or gathering of a specific group for a common cause.  This is the word used in verse 35.  The second term is ecclesia which literally means ‘a called out assembly’; believers-in-community.  This term was not used to refer to the people of God until Jesus, the disciples, and the early church began to use it in reference to themselves.  This term was chosen, as opposed to the word ‘synagogue’, to make a statement about community.  Ecclesia expresses the unique relationship of the church as Christ’s body; a vital, living extension of Jesus, Himself, active in the lives of those around it.  This idea is often expressed in the phrase, ‘being the hands and feet of Christ’.  
[ Begin playing “Hands and Feet – Audio Adrenaline” from Youtube, the one with just music and lyrics being shown. Just show lyrics with audio muted until report is finished. If song is over before report is done play again.]
This entire passage is communicating the response of ecclesia; the church!  Using Himself as the example, Jesus shows us what moves Him and illustrates that His church will be moved the same.  Just imagine with me what it would be like to have an entire youth group, an entire church, an entire district NYI, an entire district, an entire community of believers that were being moved with compassion because of the hurting, lost, suffering, needy, and the broken; a group that was literally being moved by the very heart of God!
Asher please come and read for us John 4:27-35: Thank you Asher.  
Jesus, being moved with compassion (passive), initiates a relationship with this woman on her terms and in her place.  He listened and heard a deep, longing desire from the woman for fulfillment in her life.  Jesus was moved by compassion.  It was messy!  It was different!  It caused others to look on from a distance and gossip!  Others wondered what in the world Jesus was thinking.  In His own words (v34) Jesus explains that He is accomplishing the work of the Father!
The disciples had their view, their understanding and definition of church.  They had a specific way of following God.  Compassion moved Jesus beyond the building; beyond the Sunday morning (or Wednesday night) meeting time.  It was not that these were negative, but compassion moved Jesus to get involved with those that I have begun to see as unreachable and in ways that I have ruled out because it requires me to be moved beyond my comfort, my understanding, my time restrictions, my life, and my identity.  God has confronted me with the reality that I was only moving myself (or allowing myself to be moved) when it was either convenient for me or too great a tragedy for me to not be involved.  May God forgive me; may God forgive us!
Are you being moved?

What would it be like to have the things that moved Jesus be the things that move me? Or you?
– Jesus, that’s who I desire to be!

What would it be like to have the things that moved Jesus be the things that move the church? Or the district NYI?
– Jesus, that’s who we want to be!

Jesus, do I see?  Do I hear?  Am I being moved?  Am I so in tune with you that I can’t help but be involved?  Or have I resigned to only be involved when it’s convenient for me?  Am I walking by those around me thinking them unreachable?
I came across some reflective questions and quotes the other day that I want to share with you in closing and to challenge you and me with for this year… to be moved and have courage!

1. “Why serve a Supernatural God if you’re only going to do natural things?”

2. “Are you drawing courage and speaking destiny over others?”

3. “If God can trust you with failure, can He trust you with success?”

4. “A ship is safe in harbor, but ships are not made for the harbor!”

5. “Courage is being scared, but saddling up anyway!”

6. “Courage doesn’t always roar, sometimes courage is that small voice that says at the end of the day, ‘I will try again tomorrow!’”

[Turn on audio of song and let play until end, if close to end, loop again with audio on. After song the end below will be read.]

Continuously seeking to be moved as the hands and feet of Christ!

Respectfully submitted!

Fred Toomey, Joplin District NYI President
