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District Superintendant Dr. Jim Dillow, District NYI Council, Convention Delegates, family and friends, welcome to this 53rd Joplin District NYI Convention. It is my pleasure to bring to you my report for the 2009-2010 fiscal year report for the Joplin District NYI. We have been on an amazing adventure for the last five years. Five years ago I challenged this delegation to stretch yourselves, to give until it hurts, and then give some more, to do the dead man crawl as illustrated in “Facing the Giants”. Well delegation, another year has gone by. We continue to make changes, some not as fast as some would like, but you continue to stretch your thinking, you give of your time and energy, when the world asks you “Why are you wasting your time? Does it really make a difference?”  You continue to sweat and ache for the lost and dying teens of this world. You have supported your District NYI Council and their decisions, whether you agreed or not. We have grown closer together as a district, and for that I commend and appreciate your efforts. I would like to especially thank this years District NYI Council for their hard work, for the behind the scene things people don’t see or understand, for standing in the gap for the teens. (This year’s council please stand and allow the delegation to show their appreciation.)

Delegation, we are running a race, a marathon, not wind sprints. This morning I want to share with you some basic essential things we need to gain the prize at the end of the race.
How many of you have ever watched the summer Olympics on TV? Isn’t it amazing how fast those people are? There is this one guy from the country of Morocco that ran a mile in 3 minutes and 43 seconds. I think the fastest I ever ran a mile was like 16 minutes and that’s because the coach stopped counting before I was done.
But these athletes run these races so fast it’s hard to imagine our bodies moving at that rate of speed, especially for that length of time.
But these guys don’t just get out of bed one day and say, “I am going to go run a mile in 3 minutes today!” They dedicate their entire lives to training for this run. They trade their lives for something they want. They run day after day, mile after mile. They have good days and bad days. They have days they don’t want to get out of bed. They have days that they fall down and get hurt. These guys spend there entire lives running, trying to make it to their goal.
Think about this, how are our lives as Christians, compared to the lives of these runners? Do we just get up one day, say now I am a Christian, I have reached the goal and I am done? NO! Being a Christian isn’t just a one time prayer that we pray. It isn’t something we can just do one day and never think about it again. When we become a Christian, we take on a lifelong commitment to running a race. There are going to be good days and bad days. There are going to be days that we fall and get bruised, but we have to be willing to get up and wipe off our knees and go again. 
When you decide to become a runner, you are going to need more than just the ability to run. You are going to need knowledge, you are going to need a coach, you are going to need running shoes and you are going to need some fans to support you and cheer you on. Just like a runner, a Christian needs some extra things to help them run the Christian race. These are four quick things I want to share with you this morning. 
First off we are going to need knowledge. How do we get knowledge? Well we could go to church and listen to the pastor, but just like in school, the teacher doesn’t teach you everything in the book, The Pastor can’t teach you everything in the book. You yourself have to go home and study the bible. When you witness to your friends, you need to know what you are talking about. And I’m not saying your friends, family or spiritual leaders would ever intentionally lie or mislead you, but we are human and we can make mistakes. How would you ever know if we were wrong unless you had studied the bible? I want to encourage you to study Gods’ word daily and use it correctly. We must put as much knowledge in our minds as possible to fight the evil this world has to offer. Like any weapon or tool, we must know everything about it, we must be one with it, and we must use it correctly.
(Show video – How to avoid misusing the Bible- Bluefishtv.com)


The second thing a Christian needs is a Coach. When you’re out on the field playing sports, the main job of the coach is to communicate to the team what they should be doing. When you are a Christian, the way the Coach, or God, communicates to us is through prayer. When we pray, it gives us an opportunity to ask God for directions and then it gives God an opportunity to tell us what to do next. Communication or prayer is a very important part of a Christian’s life. Without prayer nothing happens. Without a clear signal, directions can be miss-understood.

 (Show video – Can you hear me know – Bluefishtv.com)

The third thing a runner needs is shoes. These help the runner to get moving and making a difference on the track. For a Christian, our shoes represent action. We have to get out into the world and make a difference. If you are a Christian, you should be out witnessing to your friends. You should be helping little old women cross the street. Being a Christian means being Christ to the world and making a difference in people’s lives. When Jesus was on Earth, he didn’t just sit at home and play the play station, Xbox, Wii, or listen to His mp3 player or IPod, until it was time to be crucified. Jesus was out feeding the poor and healing the sick. That is what we, as Christians should be doing. I encourage you to find your gifts to build the kingdom of God and run hard to pursue them.

(Show video – Chris Hill, Finding Significance – Bluefishtv.com)


The fourth and last thing a runner and we as Christians need are fans. Fans cheering us on! Us cheering someone else on! That is why we go to church. That is why we encourage you to go to your local youth group every week, to come to the district activities like Empower, Camp, NYI Convention and various other events. That is why you are continually told that you need to have good Christian friends. It is because a majority of this world is constantly making fun of us. They are constantly bringing us down, but we need friends and fans that are cheering us on in life and telling us how awesome we are. That is why Paul says in Hebrews, to gather together with other Christians. It is so that we can be encouraged to finish the race. We are to be a cheering fan to one another, and to encourage others to be cheering fans to someone else. We need to be energetic and courageous in every aspect of our lives. We need to be the one to step up and get things started.
(Show the video – The Fan – Bluefishtv.com)

Delegation, being a Christian is hard. I promise you, I have tried, and you cannot make it through life on your own. You have to study the bible, talk to God, go out and help others and be involved with a group of Christian friends. If you choose to try this Christian thing without being prepared and without the right equipment, you will fail. But if you take it day by day, eventually those days will turn into weeks and those weeks will turn into months and one day you will look back wondering how you got to where you are. And it will be because you stayed the course, used your resources and kept your eyes on the prize! Will you, be the one, to impact your local youth group? Will you as young leaders, be the ones, to impact your church? Will we as a district, be the ones to change a region? Will we as a denomination, be the ones to lead? Will we as fellow Christians, be the ones to bring the Good News to this hurting and dying world? I am in the race to the finish, how about YOU?

Respectfully submitted,

 Fred Toomey, your District President.
